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Welcome and approval of draft agenda

1. Welcome, approval of minutes, noting of Orgalim
competition law compliance (09:30-09:40)

2. Report on Advanced Manufacturing Task Force 5 (09:40-
10:15) 

1. Overview of recent developments in EU Industrial 
Forum’s workstream on AM

2. Leveraging Executive Forum to promote the EU report 
on advanced manufacturing

3. Presentation of Orgalim’s policy platform for the upcoming 
EU-elections (10:15-10:45)

10:45-11:15 Coffee break

4. Key EU topics for EFAM

NZIA, Taxonomy, Data act and EU US TTC

5. Preparation for meetings in the European 
Commission (12:30-13:00)

13:00-14:00 Lunch

14:15 Transfer to the Berlaymont, the headquarters 
of the European Commission

4.    Exchange of views with Žaneta Vegnere ,   
Deputy Head of Cabinet EVP Dombrovskis for An 
economy that works for people (15:00-16:00)

5.     Exchange of views with Diederik Samsom, the 
Head of Cabinet commissioner Timmermans for A 
European green deal (meeting confirmed 16:00-
17:00)

19:15 Meeting up for dinner at the hotel lobby



Orgalim Code on competition law compliance

• Prohibited topics

o Sale prices, rates, price adjustments

o Division/sharing of the market

o Exchanging market information

o Restriction of production or sales

o Boycotting specific suppliers or customers

o Publishing average prices

• Topics that might present a problem
o General terms and conditions of sale and delivery (if certain rules are not respected)

o Restrictions on participating in trade fairs

o Schemes for recognition/membership criteria

o Certain statistics systems

• Topics that do not present a problem

o General cyclical economic data & business climate

o Lobbying activities (general interests)

o Labour law and social issues

o Legal and stadardisation issues

o Safety, health, and environmental issues
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2. Report on advanced manufacturing Task Force 5 (09:40-10:15)

1. Overview of recent developments in EU Industrial 
Forum’s workstream on AM

2. Leveraging Executive Forum to promote the EU 
report on advanced manufacturing



2.1 Report on advanced manufacturing Task Force 5 – recent developments

TF5 Objectives
• Develop a blueprint for massively accelerating the deployment of advanced manufacturing, particularly 

among manufacturing SMEs
• Accelerate the digital and green transition in manufacturing
• Safeguard Europe’s global leadership in this field



2.1 Report on advanced manufacturing Task Force 5 – recent developments

Some hiccups throughout the process:

• TF5 exposed to different standards compared to other Industrial Forum's task forces led by the 
Commission

• The Commission delays publication: 5 out of 13 months invested in the final approval steps

Progress on key deliverable:

• 17 February: draft report internally approved by TF5 and handed over to the Commission for next steps
• 10 March-24 March: Commission shared the draft report with IF members for comments and approval
• By 24 March: The report easily passed the majority, one rejection by an NGO
• Orgalim regularly liaised with the Commission on the process and reflected new non-substantial 

comments in the draft report
• 12 May: Final draft TF5 considered as approved by the Industrial Forum and Task Force 5



2.1 Report on advanced manufacturing Task Force 5 – promotion of the report

How?

• EU Industry Days in Malaga, October 2023

• Communications toolkit (news article, executive summary in ppt, visuals…)

• Coordination with Executive Forum on national outreach

Other promotion activities

• Joint communication efforts with TF5 stakeholders

Leveraging Executive Forum to promote the EU report on advanced manufacturing at 
political level
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3. Orgalim’s policy platform for the upcoming EU elections

1. Background

2. Approach

3. Main messages



3.1 Orgalim Election platform - background

• We are working on an election “policy platform”

• Objective is to shape policies of the EU during the upcoming
legislative period 2024-2029

• See outline in Annex. Messages were developed based on 
previous Orgalim positions and have been approved by 
relevant working groups 

Process

• Orgalim presented first outline on April 5th

• First round of member comments at meeting on May 17th

• Second round of member comments by May 30th

• Final document to be adopted by Policy Committee during 
Spring Convention (16 June)



3.2 Orgalim election platform – approach 

• One page high-level introduction (“political narrative”)
with focus on competitiveness

o Make competitiveness of European 
manufacturing industry into a top priority

o A radical competitiveness push is required for 
companies in Europe to achieve the digital and 
green transition

• Followed by a summary of the recommendations

• Detailed recommendations in the second part of the 
document, can be used jointly or separately 

• Annex to set out in practice what the regulatory 
burden means for our industries and how it hampers 
our competitiveness, including practical examples

Orgalim election platform 
2018: “Vision 2023” 



3.3 “Six point plan” for 2024-2029: For final approval at the Policy Committee

• Decrease the regulatory burden with better regulation for the manufacturing industry

• Give priority to excellent research and innovations

• Ensure a strong, competitive and efficient single market

• Guarantee digital legislation fit for the manufacturing industry

• Remove barriers to trade with EU-partners

• Ensure secure and competitive energy supply 
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4. Key EU topics for EFAM

1. Net Zero Industry Act

2. Taxonomy

3. Data act

4. EU-US MRA on Conformity Assessment 



4.1 Net-Zero Industry Act – Background   

Background: Regulation drafted in record time, no IA, no check,
Modelled after the Chips Act

Goal: to boost Europe’s competitiveness in net-zero technologies 
(sectoral approach), to reduce reliance on third countries
Ambition (not binding): at least 40% of EU’s projected demand  for 
net-zero technologies are made in Europe by 2030

HOW?
Regulatory 

environment to 
quickly scale up 

manufacturing of net-
zero technologies

➢ Improving investment certainty, policy focus through the 
setting of clear objectives and monitoring processes; 

➢ Lowering administrative burden for developing net-zero 
manufacturing projects and 

➢ Ensuring demand through facilitated access to markets. 



4.1 Net-Zero Industry Act – Developments since last meeting

• The file is currently being discussed in the European Parliment and the member states

• Christian Ehler (EPP, Germany): Lead member of the European Parliament, who introduced significant 
changes to the Commission’s proposal 

➢ Removed the annex of strategic net zero technologies;

➢ Links the definiton of net-zero technologies to EU Taxonomy;

➢ Scope expanded to the entire value chain of such technologies

➢Watering down of resilience criteria target from 40 to 25 percent  

• At member states level-work ongoing at technical level. 
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4.1 Net-Zero Industry Act: Impact of Orgalim & Executive Forum

Image source: European Commission, Net Zero 
Industry Act

Current scope of net-zero 
technologies           

➢ batteries, 
➢ windmills and solar
➢ heat pumps
➢ electrolysers
➢ carbon capture and 

storage technologies

Initial scope of net-zero 
technologies in the Green Deal 

Industrial Plan           

Impact of discussions with Ms Kerstin Jorna from the European Commission in 
November 2022 and follow up activities, including Joint CEO letter to 
Commissioner Breton



4.1 Net Zero Industry Act – Orgalim policy impact

• April: Early input to MEP Ehler in April

• May 17th: Position paper with amendments published in May, followed by social media promotion

• May, ongoing: Active outreach activities & meetings with key stakeholders 

• June 2oth: Meeting with HoC Commissioner Breton June

Question for discussion: 

• How do you view these recent 
developments?

• Are you in contact with your national 
authorities on this file?  



4.2. EU taxonomy in context of wider Corporate Sustainability rules

9-Jun-2318

A dedicated new Orgalim 
workstream

➢ New wave of EU regulations 
going straight into the heart of 
corporate behaviour as part of 
Europe’s transition to a more 
sustainable economy

➢ EU legislative files for corporate 
sustainability reporting, due 
diligence and private investment 
go beyond existing regulations 
& practices

➢ Crunch time to influence and 
prepare for enhanced regularity 
requirements and public scrutiny

EU Taxonomy: lists 
sustainable activities to 

redirect financing

(Draft) CS due diligence: oblige 
companies to identify and 

prevent any negative impact of 
businesses on human rights and 
the environment in their value 

chains

CS reporting directive: aim 
to improve visibility on 

companies' performance 
How? with mandatory 

standards



4.2 EU Platform on Sustainable Finance

9-Jun-2319

EU Taxonomy for sustainable investments

➢ NEW: Orgalim was reappointed to the new Platform on 
Sustainable Finance, an advisory body to the EU Commission

➢ 28 members selected from 220 highly-qualified applications 

Main tasks of the Platform: 
1. advising on the usability of the EU taxonomy and wider sustainable finance framework
2. advising on the technical screening criteria for the EU taxonomy (development and possible 

revisions)
3. monitoring capital flows into sustainable investments

Other industry stakeholders in the Platform: 
BusinessEurope, Cefic, SolarPower, Eurometaux, Eurochambers, SME United

Context of the Platform 2.0: technical screening criteria has progressed significantly; and the markets 
have started to apply the taxonomy and other sustainable finance regulations and tools.



4.2. EU Taxonomy: inclusion of enabling technologies

9-Jun-2320

The EU Taxonomy Delegated Acts (DA)-lists of sustainable activities for investors

State of play: The European Commission published the draft DAs in April

What fed into the new acts?
• Activities across manufacturing, energy, buildings, transport, water supply, waste management
• Enabling activities clearly recognised - big win for our industry

Orgalim involvement in law making from 2020

Platform on 
Sustainable 
Finance
2020-22



4.2 EU Taxonomy: From theory to practice

9-Jun-2321

Example of an enabling activity included  in 
draft delegated act

• Robust horizontal guidance for the 
Commission for including enabling 
activities in Taxonomy

• Already applied in 5 enabling activities 
expected to be covered in next DA

• Pending enabling activities for new 
Platform: 



4.2 Taxonomy – Orgalim policy impact

New context: EU Commission’s work shifting into implementation phase and selection of new activities

• April: Closer cooperation established with private investors-main users of EU Taxonomy

• May: Orgalim submitted its response to the Commission’s draft delegated acts

• June: Orgalim shapes the selection of new activities through the Platform on Sustainable Finance

• October 2023-scehuled exchange of views with Cabinet of Executive Vice-President Valdis Dombrovskis at 
European Commission

04/04: in person meeting with the European 
Banking Federation and the EC representatives 
in Orgalim



4.3 Data Act – Background   

• Presented in February 2022. It’s the cornerstone of the European Strategy for Data.

• Changes to the industrial data economy:
o New distribution of rights on data generated by IoT devices (B2B/B2C)

o New list of contractual clauses that will be deemed to be unfair (B2B)

o New obligation to share data to governments upon request (B2G)

o Free switching between cloud services 

o New rules for international data flows

o Requirements for interoperability, data spaces and smart contracts 



4.3 Data Act  – Developments since last meeting

• EU institutions aim for political agreement this month. Tentatively final trilogue on 27 June.

• Difficult political/technical discussions on:

• Business-to-Government (B2G) data sharing vs GDPR

• Businesses to share personal data to governments upon their request (Council + Commission) 
or not (Parliament).

• Trade Secrets

• Balance between data access and trade secrets safeguards

• Extraterritorial application: how to enforce EU legal safeguards beyond EU borders?

• B2B/B2C mandatory data sharing

o Technical discussions on final agreement ongoing this week.



4.3 Data Act – Orgalim policy impact

• Orgalim amendments presented 48 times (in EP/Council)

• Orgalim selected to the new Commission’s Expert sub-
group on B2B data sharing and cloud computing contracts 
(Data Act implementation – contractual aspects)

• Joint statement Orgalim-BusinessEurope on Trade Secrets 
protection (+ Breton’s cabinet joint meeting)

• Co-drafted a statement with DigitalEurope, gathering 30 
co-signatories 



4.4 EU-US MRA on conformity assessment – Background   

• Promotion of stronger transatlantic market integration identified as a key trade policy priority for Orgalim

• 3 primary objectives for Orgalim engagement: (1) elimination of industrial tariffs (2) harmonisation of 
technical product requirements based on international standards and (3) promotion of EU-US cooperation 
on conformity assessment. 

• EU and US have established the Trade and Technology Council (TTC) in June 2021. However, to date the 
TTC has failed to deliver concrete outcomes that could bring real benefits to companies on both sides of 
the Atlantic. 

• The EU and the US agreed in the joint statement published after the TTC meeting on 5 December 2022 to 
”continue exploring opportunities to improve cooperation in conformity assessment, including in machinery”

• Orgalim decided to provide concrete recommendations on what could be a desirable outcome of such 
cooperation on conformity assessment.



4.4 EU-US MRA on conformity assessment – Developments since last meeting

• Shortly before the TTC meeting in December 2022, Orgalim sent a letter 
to DG TRADE and DG GROW expressing general support for an EU-US 
mutual recognition agreement on conformity assessment. 

• February-May 2023: Orgalim Trade policy WG and Internal Market WG 
developed a position paper expressing support for a EU-US Mutual 
Recognition Agreement on Conformity Assessment for Machinery and 
Electrical Equipment

• May 2023: the position paper was shared with key stakeholders within 
DG TRADE, DG GROW and the Swedish Presidency of the Council of the 
EU ahead of the TTC meeting on 30-31 May.

• Orgalim signed a MoU with the US National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association (NEMA) in February 2023, to establish a basis for 
collaboration on a range of areas, including conformity assessment and 
harmonisation of technical product requirements.



4.4 EU-US MRA on conformity assessment – Orgalim policy impact

• Meeting with DG GROW and Internal Market 
Commissioner Thierry Breton’s Cabinet ahead of the 
TTC meeting on 30-31 May – positive reception of 
proposal for a MRA on CA

• Comms engagement during TTC: 

➢ DG TRADE Director Rupert Schlegelmilch
(responsible for TTC) retweeted Orgalim’s tweet 
and expressed support for EU-US cooperation on 
conformity assessment

➢Orgalim proposal for a MRA on CA for machinery 
and electrical equipment featured in the 
POLITICO Fair Play Newsletter

• Orgalim DG spoke at EFM event with MEPs, DG Trade 
and the US National Associations of Manufacturers – 7 
June 2023 

• Planned meeting with DG TRADE, DG GROW and EU 
CABs on 26 June
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5 and 6 Preparation of meetings with the European Commission

1. Presentation

2. Background

3. CV

4. Questions to ask



5.1 Presentation of EFAM – Executive Forum for Advanced Manufacturing

• Executive Forum for Advanced Manufacturing

• Bringing together high-level executives across 
manufacturing sectors to connect

• EFAM serves as advisory forum to Orgalim’s
Board of Directors 

• Gathers company leaders shaping today’s 
industrial transformation.

• Danfoss, Eaton, Fastems, Pepperl+Fuchs, 
Phoenix Contact, Schneider Electric, Siemens & 
Texas Instruments



5.2 Meeting with Žaneta Vegnere 15:00 – Background   

Deputy head of cabinet of Commissioner Dombroviskis

An Economy that Works for People

Portfolio

• Inter-institutional relations group

• Commission Work Programme

• Investment policy

• Level playing field

• Trade and SMEs

• Export controls and dual use

• China

Non-portfolio:

• Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs

• Competition Policy

• Defense Industry and Space

Input from Žaneta

• We are also working on the economic security 
communication - I would be very interested to hear 
your views on this topic (especially in the context of 
issues raised in G7 statement on economic Resilience 
and economic security).

• Excerpts from G7 leaders' statement on economic 
coercion

https://www.reuters.com/world/excerpts-g7-leaders-statement-economic-coercion-2023-05-20/
https://www.reuters.com/world/excerpts-g7-leaders-statement-economic-coercion-2023-05-20/


5.3 Žaneta Vegnere – CV 

• European Parliament EPP group

• From 2015 communication advisor to 
commissioner Dombrovskis

• Latvian national just like Dombrovskis



5.4 Questions for Žaneta Vegnere

• Do you see a possibilities for SMEs by introducing 
an MRA for conformity assessments for machinery 
and electrical equipment in the EU US TTC?

• What are the keys for relations with China in the 
coming five years? 

• What will be the key topics for the 
technology/manufactuering industries in the 
upcoming Commission Work Programme? 



• Remove tariffs on industrial products

• Advance cooperation on the development and transposition of international standards to achieve
harmonisation in technical product requirements

• Promote cooperation on conformity assessment

• Statement below from last EU-USTTC on May 30-31 in Luleå, Sweden

“With the goal of promoting more frictionless trade between our markets, the European Union and the

United States are working to facilitate conformity assessment across a range of sectors, such as

machinery, and to continue exploring cooperation on horizontal approaches to conformity assessment.

For this purpose, we intend to conduct stakeholder outreach and to facilitate regular expert meetings,

including the relevant European Commission services and US agencies, as appropriate.”

Our key priorities on EU-U.S. trade relations



9-Jun-2335

• The US OSHA established a list of Nationally Recognised Testing Laboratories (NRTLs) that can

certify product conformity with OSHA standards.

• Under an MRA, competent EU CABs could be recognised by OSHA as NRTLs and US CABs could

become notified bodies under the EU Machinery Directive.

• OSHA requires NRTL marking for 37 product categories in all the US states and territories over

which it has direct federal jurisdiction (27 out of 56). For the rest of the US, requirements may

vary to some extent. However, NRTL = “bare minimum” requirement throughout the US.

• However, no requirement for US authorities to treat NRTL marks as interchangeable. There is a

risk that certificates by EU CABs accredited as NRTLs are not accepted throughout the US.

• Therefore, need for solutions to ensure reciprocity in market access – NRTL marks should be

treated as interchangeable: our recommendation is to have a “common NRTL mark”.

EU-US MRA on conformity assessment – key practical issues



6.2 Meeting with Diederik Samsom – Background   

Head of cabinet Commissioner Timmermans 

A European Green Deal

• Leading the Commission’s work on the European Green 
Deal and its aim to become the first climate-neutral 
continent by 2050.

• Delivering on the EU’s climate target to reduce 
emissions by at least 55% by 2030, ensuring that all 
economic sectors contribute to the efforts.

• Leading international climate negotiations on behalf 
of the European Union.

• Progressing on the circular economy, including 
by reducing unnecessary packaging, promoting reuse, 
and requiring that all products on the EU market are 
made to last, repairable, recyclable and made as much 
as possible of recycled materials.



6.3  Diederik Samsom – CV 

• Diederik Maarten Samsom (10 July 1971) is a Dutch 
environmentalist and former politician 

• Led the Labour Party (Partij van de Arbeid) from 2012 to 
2016. 

• Since November 2019, Diederik Samsom is Head of Cabinet 
for Executive Vice-President of the European Commission, 
Frans Timmermans.

• Before his election to the House of Representatives, 
he was CEO of a green energy company and a campaigner 
for Greenpeace Netherlands.



6.4 Questions to ask to Diederik Samsom

• What role do you see for advanced manufacturing in the 
green transition?

• What role do you see for digital instructions in 
increasing packaging waste? 

• Will impact assessments and competitiveness checks 
now become the rule again?  



NZIA key messages

• Consider all enabling technologies needed for the transition to net-zero 

• Retain value chain perspective as in article 10

• Net-zero regulatory sandboxes should not be limited to the” innovative net-zero technologies” 
as listed in Article 3 

• Speed up permitting processes for all net-zero products 

• Involve industry in governance through the Net-Zero Europe Platform

• Revise and improve public procurement provisions 
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Thank You!
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